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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors

Wednesday, July 1, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 15, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Roomj
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

much higher.

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, July 21, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,

651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit http:/alturl.com/5p9pu.

The driver lost control of the car as the
mortar shells exploded. The young
man sitting shotgun took the full brunt
of the blast in his face and on his torso.

“Mortar shells and skyrockets can
cause damage four or five blocks
away,” said Massenkoff, providing a
terrifying perspective to the serious-
ness of the accident.

Playing with illegal fireworks can
cause more than bodily harm. Two
boys were shooting bottle rockets in
Moraga behind the Rheem Shopping
Center in 2009. One of the rockets
shot sideways into dry brush and
started a fire, which burned five acres
and took 78 firefighters to control, ac-
cording to Healy.

It turned out that one of the boys
was supplied the bottle rockets by his
mother.  “When the other boy’s
mother found out (later), she brought
her son to station 41. The on-duty
captain called me,” said Healy, who
noted that the mother who provided
the bottle rockets was prosecuted by
the Contra Costa County district at-
torney. “The consequences of a fire
started illegally with fireworks or fire-
crackers can be severe. Criminal
charges, injuries, litigation, and cost-
recovery for extinguishing the fire, to
name a few,” said the chief.

Massenkoff pointed out an addi-

Emergency response information
and training:

Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
www.lamorindacert.org.
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Do Not Try This at Home

Had this Moraga bottle rocket fire of six years ago occurred in 2015, the environmental damage could have been

Photo courtesy Moraga-Orinda Fire District

tional negative consequence of illegal
fireworks activity. “Two years ago,
we had active fires to respond to, but
we had no one to send to cover them,
because of all of the fireworks-related
fires,” he said.

“All fireworks of any type are il-
legal to possess and use in Contra
Costa County,” said Lon Goetsch,
ConFire assistant chief. “We have

many public displays throughout the
county — east, central and west. Please
enjoy those public displays.”

Saving human life is paramount,
but firefighters are also charged with
protecting the environment, which is
often destroyed because of the lack of
sound human judgment. Goetsch
stressed that the risk factor of using il-
legal fireworks has been upped this

Wednesday, July 1, 2015

year because of the serious drought
conditions. “It’s a real problem and
it’s a real danger,” he said.

“And this year, it’s going to be
bad.”

Moraga Fireworks
Display Fundraiser

Help the Town of Moraga reach its
fundraising goal of $25,000 for the
2015 fireworks show. A minimum
donation of $50 per rocket will help
offset costs to continue this event.
Donate online
(https://secure.rec1l.com/CA/mor
aga-parks-recreation/Dona-
tions/Buy-a-Rocket/7643)  or
send a check to: Town of Moraga,
Parks and Recreation, 2100 Donald
Drive, Moraga, CA 94556, Attn:
Buy-A-Rocket.

Fireworks will kick off at dark on
July 4 over the Moraga Golf Course,
on Moraga Way. Parking is available
at the Moraga Commons and over-
flow parking is available

near Moraga Center.

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify

most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs oy
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry,
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels! :
925_827_ 1 093 Paul Kephart Ma_ster Craftsman
) ) ] www.TheCabinetMd.com
Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.

Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

925-376-2244
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
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CALL TOM

FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
Residential * Commercial * Industrial
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rofessional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Gomplete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

“www.BurkinElectric.net

Sole Proprietor
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Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
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Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only
accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us

ve

your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will
be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines.
email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

Thanks to the amazing support we received from
Moraga voters throughout our Town, in just three
short weeks, our “Keep Moraga Semi-Rural” volun-
teer signature gatherers were able to secure over 1,500
signatures (15% of Moraga’s voters) on our Referen-
dum Petitions. That total far exceeded the 1,003 sig-
natures that were required.

We were overwhelmed by the outpouring of response
we received. Our basic “Keep Moraga Semi-Rural”
message resonated with many long-time residents as
well as young families. We very clearly heard Mora-
gans express their keen opposition to the Town Coun-
cil’s approval of the massive project on the Moraga
Way next to the Firehouse.

The next step in the process is for the County Elec-
tions Department to verify that the number of valid
signatures on the petitions exceeds the minimum re-
quired. We don’t yet know how long that might take.
Once that validation process is complete, then the
Moraga Town Council will have to consider what
path to take in response to the very substantial number
of Moragans who have already gone on record telling
the Town Council they disagree with the majority of
Council members who voted for the rezoning.
Alternatively, it can either call for a Special Election,
which would be expensive or it can put the issue on
the ballot at the next General Election, which is a
much less expensive process.

We encourage you to closely follow the Town Coun-
cil’s actions. Let them know your views on what
course they should next take — for smart and thought-
ful growth to preserve the Semi-Rural Moraga that
we all love.

The Friends of Semi-Rural Moraga

Editor:

I read the Lamorinda Weekly May 20 front page story,
“Planting the Seeds of Hope,” about the wonderful
teachers and fifth graders of Burton Valley Elemen-
tary School who are promoting the survival of the
Monarch butterflies. When asked by writer Lavin
what is causing the precipitous demise of the
Monarch butterfly, Ms. Ketcham answered,
“RoundUp.”

I agree. Lamorinda residents, including those of us
from Parents for a Safer Environment, attended the
“Marches against Monsanto* in Oakland on May
23rd. We joined residents of 428 cities in 38 countries
all over the world, including Bay Area cities, to ex-
press outrage over Monsanto’s unethical means of
promoting GMO and pesticide products like Roundup
and profiting at the expense of the community’s and
environment’s health.

Public agencies, professional and home gardeners
alike have become so dependent on Roundup, a seem-
ingly simple answer to weed control. Data from the
US EPA’s Pesticides Industry Sales and Usage 2006
and 2007 Market Estimates Report shows that the ac-
tive ingredient, glyphosate, is being applied at the rate
of over 10 million pounds a year in the United States
for non-agricultural purposes alone.

Recently in March of 2015, the World Health Organi-
zation, International Agency for Research on Cancer
(WHO IARC) re-classified glyphosate as a “probable
carcinogen.” In addition to glyphosate linked with can-
cer, peer-reviewed and published studies from 2003 to
2010 also link glyphosate to increased rate of breast can-
cer growth at the levels found in the bloodstream of
Roundup applicators and other concerning studies such
as birth defects and hormone disruption in animals.
But our government has decided that the economic
benefits outweigh the damage caused by Roundup to

date and allows Roundup and thousands of other pes-
ticides (herbicides, insecticides, rodenticides, fungi-
cides, etc..) that have even more evidence of damage
to people, wildlife and the environment.

Here are a few simple ways to fight back: Join Parents
for a Safer Environment, a local East Bay grass roots
organization that’s been working since 2003 educat-
ing us and urging our schools, cities, and county to
find safer alternatives to Round Up and other pesti-
cides. Or Join your neighbors through NextDoor and
organize to be heard by your local schools, cities and
county officials.

We must act now for our sake, the sake of our children
and our planet’s future.

Christine Steck
Moraga

Editor:

With much fanfare, the Central Contra Costa Solid
Waste Authority and the "rebranded" Republic Serv-
ices announced that the region would be receiving
new garbage cans. Some questioned the need for this
change as clearly the change wasn't necessary for any
practical need such as to accommodate new auto-
mated trucks. Moreover, there was the legitimate
concern of creating new waste with the disposal of
the old cans.

Nonetheless, all the concerns were dealt with and the
new cans started arriving in Orinda in June. However,
the exchange did not go as advertised. For starters,
the new cans were supposed to be delivered the day
before the normal garbage pickup day. Instead, in
some areas of Orinda, new cans have arrived on the
same day as garbage pickup. The old cans were sup-
posed to be removed after the garbage pickup, but this
did not always happen either. As a result, homeown-
ers have been forced to leave unsightly cans in front
of their property for periods exceeding two weeks and
counting.

More disturbing has been the quality of the new cans.
After the first week of normal use, I photographed an
organics can, which had lost a wheel. This morning,
I spotted a 2-week-old landfill can with its lid com-
pletely missing:

Clearly this has been an ambitious and costly ex-
change without any obvious necessity. The quality of
the previous cans was hardly exemplary. If this is an
indication of the quality of the new cans, how many
of these new cans will require replacement and who
will pay for it?

Edouard Lagache
Orinda

Editor:

It is sad but no surprise that Stephanie Hom is leaving
the Town of Moraga's staff for a bigger job in Oak-
land. During her three years at Administrative Service
Director she improved our financial controls and re-
porting to a level far above what we experienced
when I was on the Town Council. She is a star, and
larger cities can pay more for stars. Most Moraga res-
idents never meet the members of the town staff as
they come and go, but we should understand that the
quality of our staff is very important. Thanks to for-
mer Town Manager Phil Vince for initiating the im-
provement several years ago and to current Town
Manager Jill Keimach for continuing it. All the best
to you, Stephanie.

Dale Walwark
Moraga





